Introduction
Often when we discuss issues of confidentiality we consider the consenting participants in our research study. However, lives are not lived in isolation and participant's accounts often include a range of characters who are enlisted in the staging of their life story. In the process of data production researches are offered subjective perspectives of these other lives without their 'owners' informed consent. This is particularly problematic when stories are troubling, in the form of domestic and familial abuse, and especially so when the researcher is indigenous and may know these 'unknowing others'. This paper explores these ethical and affective elements of qualitative research, employing a poetic form to communicate a sense of the emotional cost of maintaining confidentiality, and the disempowering force of surreptitious knowledge. The paper also draws on the analogy of the character Sampath Chawla, from Kiran Desai's novel 'Hullabaloo in the Orchard Garden'.
Desai's (1998) fictional novel 'Hullabaloo in the Orchard Garden' is a satire on provincial India featuring the story of Sampath Chawla; a disappointment to his family who looses his job at the local post office and runs away from home to take refuge in the branches of a guava tree. Initial interest from the towns' residents is in Sampath, the man who has lost his mind and become a hermit.
However, when Sampath, drawing from many idle hours at the post office illicitly reading other people's letters, reveals intimate secrets to his audience beneath the guava tree their perception is altered; Sampath is transformed into a holy man and a 2 seer. The writers of the letters are oblivious to his intrusion and the individuals discussed by the letter writers perhaps completely unaware that their personal lives were ever the subject of a letter; and I recognised an uneasy parallel between Sampath's misdemeanour and the data produced in my qualitative research.
The data presented was drawn from a wider research project that employed visual and narrative methods of data production to explore the experiences of mothers and daughters, residing in a marginalised housing area in urban South Wales, United Kingdom. The research focussed on the ways in which the boundaries of the immediate culture and memories of the past mediate participants' educational and employment histories and futures.
Taking refuge in the branches of a guava tree
Insider and outsider dichotomies are perhaps no longer valid We can not take refuge in the branches of a guava tree Unfortunately
